856                                   Qceaar
reached the Brenne In every othei diiection rose rocky hills of equal height with the central plateau, originally peihaps one wide tableland, thiough which the waters had ploughed out the valleys To attack Veicmgetorix where he had placed himself was out of the question, but to blockade him there, to capture the leader of the insurrection and his whole army, and so m one blow make an end with it, on a survey of the situation seemed not impossible The Gauls had thought of nothing less than of being besieged The provisions laid in could not be considerable, and so enormous a multitude could not hold out many days
At once the legions were set to woik cutting tienchea 01 building walls as the form of the giouud allowed Camps were formed at diffeient spots, and twenty-three strong blockhouses at the points which were least defensible The lines where the circuit was completed were eleven miles long The part most exposed was the broad level meadow which spread out to the west towards the Bienne river Vercmgetoiis had looked on for a time, not understanding what was happening to him When he did understand it, he made desperate efforts on his side to break the net before it closed about him But he could do nothing The Gauls could not be brought to face the Roman mtrenchments Their cavalry were cut to pieces by the German horse The only hope was from help without, and before the lines were entirely finished horsemen were sent out with orders to nde for their lives into eveiy district in Gaul and raise the entire nation The crisis had come If the countrymen of Vercingetorix were worthy of their fathers, if the enthusiasm with which